By EDWARD H. SIEVEKING, M.D., F.R.C.P.
[Read before the Epidemiological Society, April 3rd, 1854.*] It is a point upon which probably all who have had much intercourse with the lower orders of society will agree, that illness is comparatively a much severer infliction upon them, than it is upon the members of those classes who do not live from hand to mouth ; for this reason, that it immediately affects their means of obtaining a livelihood, and encroaches * In consequence of the present paper, the Epidemiological Society appointed a committee to consider the plan proposed in it. Certain modifications have been made in the manner by which the scheme is proposed to be realised ; but the committee have recently resolved that it is expedient to pub. lish the original paper, in order more fully to show the arguments by which they have been influenced. The Earl of Shaftesbury has pledged himself to the committee to support their scheme ; and as only an order from the Poorlaw Board is requisite to carry it into effect, the committee earnestly hope that the labours of two years may soon be crowned with success. The committee, in addition to the testimony of medical men, can bring forward numerous masters of workhouses to prove that their scheme is not only theoretically good, but practically perfectly feasible. Without this explanation it would be difficult to understand the apparent discrepancies between the writer's statements and the propositions adopted by the committee, which were published in the Transactions of the Epidemiological Society for April 1855.
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